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FEATHERS OF FURY

Pillow fight throw down
at Paseo de San Antonio

Photos by Vasuki Rao Spartan Daily
The sixth annual pillow ﬁght in San Jose took place on Valentineʼs Day and attendees came dressed in diﬀerent costumes, ready to smack each other with
pillows and ﬁll Paseo de San Antonio with feathers.

By Raymond Baltazar
Staff writer
Pillow Fight San Jose brought back the
“Feathers of Fury” event in front of Camera
12 on Sunday for the sixth year in a row.
Pillows and feathers filled the air as
people of all ages gathered around huge
pillow fight brawls.
“This is like an all age event,” attendee
Nigel Wroten said. “Kids, adults, old
people we even got dogs out here. Just to
like swing pillows around for a little bit, it
is really cool.”

Like many others, Wroten wore a
costume to the event: a fuzzy, magenta
colored bodysuit.
“The first two years, I came pretty
normal,” Wroten said. “Last year I was in a
gorilla suit, and my friend who was also in
a gorilla suit was the reason why I’m in it.”
For newcomers and first timers, Wroten
suggests bringing two pillows, if not three
to the brawl.
“If you lose one, you’ll have a back up

one,” Wroten said.
The host and creator of the event wanted
to stay anonymous to help keep a factor of
mystery present.
San Francisco also hosts a similar event,
but the host of the San Jose location got
tired of going to San Francisco so they
wanted to start one closer to home.
“One of my friends was like ‘Wouldn’t it
be cool to have our own?’ and I was like,
‘Yeah let’s do it,’” the host said. “We have

like a big bike group, so when it started off,
it was like, ‘Let’s get all our bike friends
together,’ and then the friends of our bike
friends came.”
According to the host, they also created
the event because there are not a lot of free
and fun things to do around San Jose.
“It is an environment where you are
hitting strangers, and in the name of love
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JAPANESE-AMERICANS

Meningitis outbreak
leads to extra caution

ʻDay of Remembranceʼ
brings people together
By Raymond Baltazar
Staff writer

By Samantha Verdugo
Staff writer

Infographic by Kavin Mistry

Two weeks ago, three Santa Clara
University students were diagnosed with
meningococcal disease, also known as
meningitis, which can sometimes result in
a deadly infection of the brain and spinal
cord.
Just a 10-minute drive from SJSU
campus, Santa Clara University is
providing free vaccinations for their
students to prevent the disease from
spreading.
Public health officials said two of the ill
students developed meningitis as a result
of a bacterial infection and the third
student developed a blood infection called
septicemia.
“It’s a pretty serious virus, but it’s not
as transferable like the flu so you have to
have pretty serious contact in order for it to
pass,” said Roger Elrod, the SJSU Director
of Student Health Center.
Intimate things like sharing a drink,
sharing utensils or kissing can result in the
possible spreading of meningitis.
Elrod said meningitis seems to be
associated with certain age groups,
particularly young adults.
“It can cause infection of the spinal fluid
that’s around the spine or brain which are
called the meninges. That’s why they call it
meningitis,” Elrod said.
While over 4,923 Santa Clara students
benefit from a free meningococcal B
vaccine in order to prevent this disease
from spreading, San Jose State Student
Health Center has not brought the vaccine
here yet.
The San Jose State Health Center
continues to educate students on ways to
practice daily preventions such as washing
hands or using hand sanitizer, coughing
into your elbow, taking care of yourself
and making sure your immunizations are
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The
progressive
organization,
Nihonmachi Outreach Committee
(NOC) hosted the 36th annual “Day
of Remembrance” at the Morris Dailey
Auditorium on Sunday.
NOC is an organization that educates
the public about Japanese-Americans and
their incarceration during World War II.
Many of the speakers for the event were
honored and happy to have it hosted at
San Jose State due to the school’s history
with the interning of Japanese-Americans
back during World War II.
“San Jose State has a historical
importance,” said NOC member Masao
Suzuki. “The old men’s gym was the
assembly point for Japanese-Americans
in the South Bay on their way to the
concentration camps.”
NOC’s event was themed “War

Hysteria,” to commemorate Japanese
-Americans that were interned by the
federal government during the World
War II era.
“The World War II concentration
camps for Japanese-Americans was not
justified for military necessity,” Suzuki
said. “Rather the camps were based on,
and I quote ‘race prejudice, war hysteria
and a failure of political leadership.’”
According to Suzuki, even though
the government has apologized to the
Japanese-Americans that have survived
since the internment camps, war hysteria
is still happening.
“Over the last 15 years, the U.S. wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq have gone hand in
hand with the growing of anti-Muslim
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CALIFORNIA DROUGHT

SJSU takes lead in
water conservation
By Melissa Hartman
Staff writer
Governor Jerry Brown issued a mandate
that called for cutting water usage by 25
percent statewide. On Feb. 2, the State
Water Resources Control Board extended
and revised an emergency regulation that
will run through 2016.
This action was brought on by Brown,
who issued an executive order in
November calling for an extension of
urban water use restrictions until Oct. 31,
2016 if the conditions remained as serious
as they were at the time.
An explanation of why Brown asked
for an extension of the restrictions can
be found in Executive Order B-36-15.

The main reasons he lists are that the
drought continues to negatively affect
water supplies, agriculture, businesses
and communities.
Wildfires that have damaged important
infrastructure leave the area open to
debris and mudslides. Services provided
by the state cannot handle the amount of
damage that the drought is creating, and
people’s safety and their property are still
subject to harm.
The state water board says that though El
Nino has provided us with more rainfall,
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or anti-love, it’s a space where no one knows
anybody but we are all friends,” the host said. “The
reason why we started it is just because there is not
a lot of free, fun things to do here.”
Pillow Fight San Jose started in 2011, and for the
past six years, they have continued to gain more
people in their community.
One of their participants is 74-year-old Bill Francis.
“The first time I just walked into it. It was great, a
whole bunch of people having a pillow fight, come
on,” Francis said. “This one I planned for it, and
made these pillows.”
With so many people hitting each other with
pillows and feathers flying everywhere, people
passing through could not help but stop and take
pictures and videos.
Nearing the end of the whole event, there were piles
of feathers and other debris that the community of
participants came together one last time and helped
cleaned up.
“Feel free to use this space to come and meet new
people,” the host said. “Because we are all here
to meet strangers in a sense, so come and meet
friends.”

Raymond Baltazar | Spartan Daily
Pillow fighters rest after a brutal morning of intense pillow bashing and shenanigans at Paseo de San Antonio.
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attacks here at home,” Suzuki said.
“As victims of war, we need to also
stand up for the war hysteria today in
the form of anti-Muslim, anti-refugee
and anti-immigrant sentiments.”
Sharina Champa, a member of the
South Bay Islamic Association, gave a
statement at the Day of Remembrance
event on the topic of Islamophobia.
“We all know that the JapaneseAmericans have undergone such trials
and hardships in the past,” Champa
said. “Undoubtedly, Islamophobia
and discrimination against Muslims
and Islam is extremely prevalent in
the state of California.”
Congressman Mike Honda was also
invited to make a statement, but was
unable to attend due to a business
emergency. Former Deputy District
Director for Honda, Lenine Umali,

read his statement on his behalf.
“We need to remember, as a
community that the end of internment
is not the end of struggle,” Honda said,
read by Umali. “We need to continue to
work with others to move civil rights
forward in the U.S. and to allow our
country to truly reach our potential. “
After all the speeches concluded, a
cultural performance followed right
after. Performed by San Jose Taiko, the
group flooded the room with rhythmic
beats and artistic expressions.
Following the performances, the
audience was then asked to grab faux
candles provided by NOC in order
to start the candlelight vigil. Guests
followed NOC volunteers holding
“Day of Remembrance” banners and
walked around campus.
Guests made their way around Morris
Dailey, passing the John Carlos and
Tommie Smith statues, and walked in

between Dwight Bentel Hall and Spartan
Complex. Guests finished their way at
Yoshihiro Uchida Hall and into the gym.
“Japanese-Americans have already
taken the first step on combating the
discrimination and stereotyping,”
Champa said. “I commend my
fellow Japanese-Americans who have
stepped out and try to inspire us.”
The event concluded with a
remembrance speech by Jimi
Yamaichi, one of the many JapaneseAmericans who were incarcerated
during the World War II era.
“In 1941 our heritage was on trial and
our face was the crime,” Yamaichi said.
“Today the heritage of the Muslims are
on trial and their face is the crime. It is
our job to better understand our friends,
regardless of our differences.”
Follow Raymond
on Twitter @raysremmurd
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Raymond Baltazar | Spartan Daily
Nihonmachi Outreach Committee commemorate
the incarceration of Japanese-Americans during
World War II with a candle light procession.
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it is still not enough to make up for the
harsh drought.
Felicia Marcus, chair of the State Water
Board, highlights that SJSU makes
adjustments in their water recycling from
feedback from water suppliers and others.
She also said that if the state continues
to receive a lot of rain and snow in
Feb. and March, the conservation
requirements may be scaled back,
dropped or revised completely.
San Jose State has been a leader in water
conservation even before the drought started.
According to the Santa Clara Valley
District’s Water Awards page, SJSU has
worked since 2000 to use recycled water
supplied by South Bay Water Recycling
to cool the central plant and irrigate the
athletic fields. This has saved 40 million
gallons of potable water annually, and has
saved the University more than $100,000
per year.
According to the Facilities and
Development Operations website, the
Main Campus irrigation system was
connected to South Bay Water Recycling
(SBWR) in order to use recycled water
in lawns and landscaping in 2010.
Water risers in the Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library were connected to
SBWR, allowing 18,000 gallons worth of
toilet water to be recycled per day in 2010.
Facilities and Development Operations
notes that more recently the new Student
Union followed in the King Library’s
footsteps during construction and added
water risers to their toilets as well, adding
yet another location where thousands of
gallons of water are recycled daily.
Saloni Patel a freshman international
business major, lives in Campus Village C.
She said that CVC has been having
maintenance problems with their water
and there are overall recycling signs in
the residential buildings and the Dining
Commons, but she has seen no emphasis
on water conservation.
Patel said that she and her roommates can
play a part in helping the campus preserve its
resources. No one talks about water usage,
but if the students were educated, we could

Follow Melissa
on Twitter @melhartsyaa
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up to date.
Although all three Santa Clara
students have been released from
the hospital, this is a reminder for
all students to consider getting
vaccinations and practicing personal
preventions.
Elrod said that students should
take extra precautions next time they
share a drink, utensils, cigarettes or
any other items that have been in
contact with someone else’s mouth
or saliva.
Immunizations are just as important
as taking personal precautions.
“There are two vaccines, but they
are really expensive and you need a
couple of doses,” Elrod said.
According to Walgreens, the retail
cost of each dose is usually $160. “If
something like this were to happen
here, the county would jump in and
take over to provide vaccinations,”
Elrod said.
SJSU health officials had a meeting
with the county on Monday to discuss
preparation and prevention for all
students. Within the next few weeks,
health officials will also have a meeting
with Santa Clara University’s health
center to discuss their experience
and responding techniques.

Follow Samantha on Twitter
@sammiespartan
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And the
Grammy
goes to..

By Kato Guzman
Multimedia editor

“Deadpool” is a fun watch but gets
carried away with crass vulgarity to
the point it becomes a crutch, leaving
a movie lacking in substance.
Deadpool first appeared in an
X-Men spinoff in the early ‘90s. He
became a fan favorite who breaks the
fourth wall and speaks directly to the
audience, has several voices in his head
with which he regularly converses and
would be considered suicidal if he
wasn’t basically immortal.
Deadpool criticizes his fellow
superheroes with sarcasm and wit
which serves as welcome self-parody
to comic books and their characters.
The biggest draw of this fi lm is
also the downfall: the promise of a
mixture of superhero hyper-violence
and comedy gold.
Many fans, including actor Ryan
Reynolds, argue that Deadpool is an
R-rated character and making the
movie PG-13 would be unfaithful.
Deadpool existed for decades in
mainstream comic book continuity
without the need to go into an
R-rated universe. “Deadpool” fails
where “Kick Ass” succeeded years
ago and comes nowhere near as close
in content or heart.
Deadpool comics often used
creative wit, sly sarcasm or comedic
scenarios, but the fi lm relies heavily
on masturbation jokes and fart gags.
A PG-13 rating would have been
better because it would have forced
the screenwriters to come up with
creative wordplay instead of asking
their preteen cousin for a one liner.
While it relies heavily on crass jokes,
it does have the fun action promised
by the trailers.

The movie is based around a
single scene in which Deadpool flies
through the ceiling of a SUV in the
middle of a freeway and unleashes his
special brand of ultra-violence.
He shoots and slices his way through
his targeted bad guys as he fi lls the
audience in on his backstory, who the
bad guys are and why he slices and
dices them.
The action scenes are as poorly
edited as they are directed. The all
too familiar close-shooting-quickcutting style of American action flicks
makes the fight sequences difficult
to watch as it showcases poor fight
choreography and cinematography.
Reynolds continues to work based
only on his looks, which Deadpool
admits to the audience serving as an
insult to anyone who paid for a ticket.
His dialogue consists almost
exclusively of penis jokes, each of
which are delivered so flaccid it fails
to please.
Vanessa
(Morena
Baccarin),
Deadpool’s
love
interest,
is
introduced as a strong woman with
a troubled past. By the end of the
flick, she turns into just another
superhero movie trope as Deadpool
risks his life to save her.
The movie forces the characters
together for the sake of giving
Deadpool a love interest which
results in a lack of chemistry and the
dragging out of boring love scenes.
The romance scenes between
Reynolds and Baccarin are so
excruciatingly dull, it serves only to
allow audience members time for the
restroom to expel waste of a quality
equal to their performances.

Sudoku Puzzle

Cameo appearances from “X-Men”
characters Colossus (Stefan Pakicic)
and Negasonic Teenage Warhead
(Brianna Hildebrand) provides 20th
Century Fox with the superhero
crossover that has paved the way for
Disney’s Marvel franchises.
Colossus is entertaining and much
closer to his “Ultimate X-Men”
counterpart from the comics. His
character works in “Deadpool” by
presenting a voice of reason and
sanity to the insane Deadpool.
Negasonic was pointless by herself
but she served as a fun sidekick to
Colossus. The duo would make an
exceptional pair in their own spinoff.
“Deadpool” is loaded with tropes
including British villains with no
substance, mountains of cartoonish
computer-generated
backgrounds
and a basic cut and paste plot. A good
guy is in a desperate situation from
which he emerges with superpowers
and has to fight his way to get his life
back to somewhat normal.
“Deadpool” manages to capture the
essence of the comic books on which
it is based, but relies too heavily on
R-rated jokes that do nothing to
enhance the movie.
There are a few laughs to be had,
but overall the comedy is geared
towards teenagers too young to
watch in theaters.
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Local Ads
SJSU
International House
Close to campus
U.S. & international students
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet access.
Computer lab. Study room.
Well-equipped kitchen.
Pianos and game room.
Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.
Apply now!
http://www.sjsu.edu/ihouse/
360 S. 11th St., 408-924-6570

Complete the grid so that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9
inclusively.
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ACROSS
́ Native of Novi Sad
́ Sassy, like a
shampoo brand?
́ Riding
costume
 Cafe ___ (black
coffee)
 Gray-matter
creation
 Freezing home
 Birdbath organism
 Godmother,
sometimes
  Senator who made
the rounds?
20 Bird-brained
baseball
instructors?
23 Snacked on
 Army bunk
 Initial start
 Pain spasm
30 It’s canceled when
it’s accepted
33 It puts you offcourse
 Chat
 Keg contents,
sometimes
 Like average grades
 Result of a birdbrained dissection?
 Feature of some
modern stadiums
 Model,
originally
 Sphere
 Cousin of
an ostrich
 One
submitting
a 1040

 Anything of material
value
 A Rockefeller
 Have
something
 In the style of, on
menus
 Bird-brained
posterior?
 Practical
 Java can be found
in it
 Ready to
be picked
 Strongboxes
 Talese and Goldin
 Aphrodite’s
husband
 Pharaoh’s land
  Buttocks, in slang
 Nag, e.g.
DOWN
́ Speak
irritably to
́ Stone Age tool
́ Square-___ (sailing
ship)
́ Highlands hill
́Key
instrument?
́ Chemical
extractions
́ You may get a hand
here
́ “Bye now!”
́ Loftily
situated
 Shoelace end
 Response to a
sneeze
 A positively charged
atom

 Amount of bricks?
 Cousteau’s
bailiwick
22 Certain facial
blemish
 Opposite
of west
 “___ can play that
game”
  Jack’s giant, for one
 One of the ﬁve
senses
32 Kentucky boxing
legend
 It has two pieces on
the beach
 Cries openly
 Scholarly reference
book
  Disperse oil in water
 Nada
 One of the Muses
 Bear’s lair
 Woodlands
 Pine
products
  Comedic takeoff
 Emulates Romeo
and Juliet
 Least wild
 Drag behind
 Make ashamed
 “The Metaphysics
of Morals” author
  Jacob’s twin
brother, in the Bible
 Duffer’s sandy
challenge
 Fair ___ (copyright
issue)
 Clothing attachment
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Getting lost through Chopped: A friendly
ʻUnknown Chinaʼ
culinary competition
By Ryan Vermont
Staff writer

By Raymond Baltazar
Staff writer
The second floor of the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Library holds the art
piece “Unknown China” created by Jingui
Zhang that will be showcased until Feb. 18.
This past Saturday, the California
Shanghai Friendship Association and
California Culture and Art hosted a
seminar introducing and explaining the art
exhibition “West Meets East: Seven New
Contemporary Chinese Art Exhibitions,”
which were all created by Jingui.
The event started off as a seminar
with Jingui’s daughter, Yanshuo Zhang,
introducing and explaining some of the
artwork Jingui created for the exhibition. She
was also the translator for her father.
“Art is my personal fulfi llment of life,”
Jingui said, translated by Yanshuo. “And I
try to embody a lot of the artistic principles
that I, myself, believe and it has been my
lifelong profession.”
On one of Jingui’s artwork, “Spirited
Feathers,” Yanshuo said that many people
think it is very abstract, and people may
think it’s just a painting with bold strokes
and no major figure.
“Sometimes
people
have
this
misconception that, ‘Oh abstract art is
the kind of art that we can’t understand,’”
Yanshuo said. “Or abstract art is the kind
of art where there is no figure.’ But for him
[Jingui], that is not true.”
Yanshuo said that Jingui created many
spiritual meanings throughout his pieces.
“Jingui was traveling to the land of
the Tibetans and they had this tradition
of remembering nature and all living
creatures, and so they have this fivecolor prayer f lag.” Yanshuo said. “So
when Jingui was painting this piece
[Spirited Feathers]… he wanted to
convey this sense of spirituality and so

he omitted the background such as the
house and the people.”
One of the attendees, a retired Native
American social worker named Sal
commented about how he felt a connection
with Jingui’s paintings, “Spirited Feathers.”
“I didn’t know that they had common
ground and similarities with Chinese
culture and American Indian,” Sal said.
“I felt like I was going back home with
many of his paintings, especially with
nature and the definition of what they
described, feathers.”
Sal also added that prior to the event, one
of the pictures caught his attention and
Yanshuo had noticed him and invited
him to the event.
Jingui said official artists in China are
put in a system and get paid through an
artist association. As an independent
artist, Jingui has used his talent in art to
overcome his struggles.
“I am an independent artist,” Jingui said.
“It is more of a lonely endeavor for me…
but for me, that is the biggest asset because
I get to pursue my dreams and my artistic
inspirations independently. And that can
rejuvenate my art.”
Yanshuo said that Jingui has had his
paintings shown in exhibitions in the past
since his stay in California. One of the
exhibitions was held at Stanford in 2012.
“I do have plans for future exhibitions
in the U.S.,” Jingui said. “I still have some
beloved work in China. So hopefully
more of them will come to the U.S. for the
audience in the future.”

San Jose State University culinary
students went head to head in “Chopped,”
a class about the proper usage of kitchen
knives on Feb. 15.
Chopped is one of many culinary events
being presented by Cooking Healthy,
Eating Well (CHEW) inside of the Student
Wellness Center demo lab.
One may recognize the name of the
show from the Food Network, but event
coordinator Grace Kim, a graduate
student in nutritional science with a
concentration in dietetics changed the
rules of the competition to make it feasible
for students rather than professional chefs.
“It’s inspired by the show, but it is a
cooking class as well so it’s actually more
of a modification of the show,” Kim said.
As participants entered the room, they
were separated into groups. Each group
was sent to a table with a plate of fruits and
vegetables on it.
Each plate had an assortment of colors
and textures: a pineapple, two oranges,
one onion and a bell pepper.
After an introduction and some blade safety
tips, Kim began to demo how to properly
slice the different fruits and vegetables.
As each group practiced the techniques,
it was clear some participants had culinary
backgrounds while others were trying to
learn.
Neele Hoppe, a food science and
technology major and Lena Kolke, a business

Follow Raymond on Twitter
@raysremmurd

and chemistry major are SJSU students from
Germany who attended the event.
They arrived at the event together and
said they went to explore American cuisine
culture as well as learn a new recipe.
“We cook together pretty often. I like
it,” Hoppe said with a chuckle referring
to the taste.
As for Kolke, there was no holding
back. While she said she was there for the
reasons mentioned above, she’d also like
to win the event.
Kim then revealed the groups would
be cooking stir-fry for the competition
portion.
The groups were sent to their stove tops
to make the most visually appealing and
tasteful dish.
Along with their cut fruits and
vegetables, there were several optional
ingredients that could make the difference
in a winning or losing dish.
This was where creativity and
competitiveness came into play.
Groups spent 20 to 30 minutes deliberating,
deciding and cooking their product.
Once time was up, each group brought
their completed dish to the designated spot
and coordinator Kim became Judge Kim.
After thoroughly tasting each dish, Kim
selected a winning team.
Penelope Raquinio, history major,
Celeste De La Cruz, kinesiology major and
Katrina Hill, sociology major were named
winners of the competition.
“I had a feeling when she looked at
ours after the first bite and she said it
was pretty good,” De La Cruz said.
Raquinio has been to numerous
cooking classes on campus but this was
her second competition and her first win.
The three members of the winning
team said they plan on signing up for
the next Chopped competition when it
becomes announced.
CHEW organizes many culinary
opportunities.
Catch
the
next
competition, “College Survival 101:
Gourmet Ramen” on Feb. 24 at 1 p.m.

Raymond Baltazar | Spartan Daily
Chef Grace Kim shows students how to
correctly cut pineapples.
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ʻThe Life of Pabloʼ
another persona
of Kanye West
By Yale Wyatt
Staff writer

The weeks leading up to the release of
Kanye West’s “The Life of Pablo” have
been hectic to say the least. At long last,
it has finally arrived.
Following “Yeezus”, his shortest and
straightforward album yet, The Life
of Pablo finds West in the completely
opposite direction.
“The Life of Pablo” clocks out at nearly
an hour, features nearly double the tracks
and dances upon multiple styles at once.
It is easily his densest and most
scatterbrained effort yet.
Across 18 songs, West juggles the
hierophant, the sex freak, the megalomaniac
and the family man all at once.
Although jarring and confusing, it is
something we have come to expect from
West and he pulls it off for the most part.
The album kicks off with “Ultralight
Beam,” which can only be vaguely
referred to as a hip-hop song.
Amid pulsing synths, a subdued kick
snare and a full gospel choir, West
soulfully croons with the aid of his
auto-tune about his faith and God.
Many tracks in the fi rst half of the album
build upon the same themes, especially
“Father Stretch My Hands Pt. 1 and Pt. 2”.
On these tracks we find him to be his
most emotive yet.
For every somewhat introspective moment
(and this is as classic Kanye as he can get),
we have ten braggadocious and imperious
moments immediately following.
Songs like “Famous,” “Feedback” and
“Facts” all contain ridiculous claims
to fame, “I feel like me and Taylor still
might have sex / Why? I made that bitch
famous,” or absurd appeals to material

grandiosity, “Couches, couches, couches,
couches, which one should I pick? / I need
extra deep, I like my bitches extra thick!”
These tracks have the same gritty
electronic pulse commonly found
on “Yeezus”, yet with unsettling,
disturbing undertones that have not
been found on an album by West.
The best songs are the tracks that fuse
West’s neurosis as a singular whole, the
tracks where God, glitz, and faith and
fame stand together.
“No More Parties in LA” and “30
Hours” features West reminiscing
before “The College Dropout” and
where he is now, at the top of his game.
“Fade,” the album finisher, is West at
his most esoteric. The bouncy dance
track is mainly driven by a sample
of Rare Earth’s “(I Know) I’m Losing
You,” with “Your love is fadin’/ I feel it”
punctuating the verses.
What made his previous efforts so
enthralling was the seamless f low
between the highs and lows; a sense
of narrative that is noticeably missing
from The Life of Pablo.
Each song plays out as its own
experience. It is merely Track 1 to Track
2 and so forth. Luckily for “The Life of
Pablo,” each song has its own merits to
carry the album forward.
Audiences will be pleased and their
expectations will be met, but it is hard not
to ask for a little more focus from him.
Rating:
3.5/5
Follow Yale on Twitter @yyaleyy
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Why America needs socialism
The cure for corrosive capitalism

Little Blue Soldier

BY Jeremy Cummings
Contributing writer
There's lead in our water and gas in the air. Oil is running through the streets.
Capitalism in America has made it far too easy for
those in power to neglect their responsibility to protect
the Earth at the expense of the average person.
It's become a sickness throughout the whole country
and as much as I hate to say it, the only cure is a little
socialism.
Capitalism built this country, but it also created a
cultural climate where the bottom line of profit maximization overshadows nearly all other
considerations. This isn't usually a huge
problem, but when businesses and governments fail to follow environmental
safety standards it endangers humanity.
We have seen this time and time again
in a range of cases. It's not always as
high-profile as something like the BP
oil spill or the Aliso canyon natural gas
leak which forced thousands from their
homes. There are countless smaller disasters that profoundly affect people all
over the country.
Coal plants shower people’s homes
with toxic ash. Chemical spills like the
one in West Virginia’s Elk River force
thousands to live without drinking water. Oil giants
constantly reuse outdated and unsafe transportation
systems that spill crude oil into communities and
bodies of water nationwide. It’s only a matter of time
before the aged pipelines running by the Great Lakes
break and spill oil into the Midwest’s largest clean
water source.

“

Large profit-driven companies skimp on safety standards and cut costs to excel in this capitalist economy,
and they do it at the expense of the average Americans
who live near their plants and factories.
There is no adequate regulation to prevent and punish business practices that allow for environmental destruction and the endangerment of American citizens.
Capitalism has deeply affected the American
psyche and the way we operate in many facets of life, especially the government. Profit
and savings can, from time to time become
so important to members of the government that they forget their duty to protect
America's citizens by protecting the environment.
This has happened numerous times throughout
history, with the recent case of
the drinking water in Flint, Michigan
being a chilling reminder of what can
happen when saving money becomes
too important in government.
Money impacts politics on a legislative basis as well. Lobbyists and other
economic tools are often used by big
energy and chemical companies to
stop regulations that would cut into
profit. As a result, many of this country’s environmental regulations are
weak and only exist as responses to
the more serious disasters.
While it may be hard for most Americans to swallow,
socialism is one of the solutions to this problem. More
socialist policies would raise taxes, an idea that terrifies most Americans.
An increase in taxes all across the board, however,
would allow the government to better fund agencies

like the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that
allow for more effective environmental regulation on
both government and the private sector.
People need to be held accountable for the mistakes
they make. Enabling regulatory agencies to increase
pressure on both governments and private companies
could prevent situations like Flint or the southern
California gas leak from happening in the future.
Capitalists can't be expected to spend a single
cent more than they have to, so regulation
of these giant corporations is one area
where bigger government should be acceptable.
That's something no one talks about
enough— opponents of big government
are basically opposed to more effective
environmental regulation.
Politicians who fight for smaller government
and oppose strengthening the EPA are often bought
off by oil and other energy companies.
Environmental policy affects everyone because there
are potentially harmful industrial sites everywhere.
There is one just fifteen minutes from SJSU, a superconductor plant that is currently contaminating local
groundwater according to the EPA.
Clean water and a safe environment should be a
bigger priority than economic freedom for big corporations. America and the rest of the world will be
better if we don’t have to worry about drinking water
killing our kids.

of jokes across the Internet for years, but is he really a
joke, or should he be taken seriously and stopped before
he has a chance to cause real damage?
Transparency, an organization committed to bringing attention to corruption in an international
perspective, ranked North Korea as the most corrupt
country in 2015.
Kim is the weird, sheltered cousin we hate to spend
time with during holidays. He’s the cousin that will bite
you during horseplay then tell his father you bit him,
leaving you to pay the price for his tantrum.
Conflict with North Korea has been growing for decades,
but has grown increasingly tense in the past few years.
It all began with the oddest bromance since the original “Odd Couple.”
Kim met NBA star, Dennis Rodman, in a visit with
much criticism from American politicians and media.
Rodman went to North Korea several times, and made
statements about wanting to open a dialog between
Barack Obama and the North Korean dictator.
This bromance inspired comedic juggernauts, Seth Rogen,
and director, Evan Goldberg, to make “The Interview.”
“The Interview” is a fi lm about an arrogant talk show
host who is invited to go to North Korea for
an interview with Kim, as a public relations
stunt. James Franco’s and Rogen’s characters are intercepted by the American
government, and convinced to assassinate
the dumpy dictator.
Kim found out about the movie and
considered it an act of aggression.
Shortly before the movie hit theaters Sony
lost control of computers, and a hack by a group
called the Guardians of Peace was discovered.
Kim denied responsibility, but just before the fi lm’s
release, the Guardians of Peace announced terrorist actions if the movie was released as planned.
Some North Korean officials suggested that a movie
about the assassination of a leader of an enemy country could be considered propaganda and may be seen
as an act of war.
Sony acted swift ly and pulled the movie from theaters,
for fear of terrorist attacks.
This was a monumental event because it allowed terror-

ists to see they could hold power over the freedoms of the
American people including freedom of speech, the most
precious of freedoms.
With the unrest in the Middle East, many Americans
forgot about North Korea.
Google searches for North Korea from computers in
America spiked in 2006 when North Korea announced
the detonation of a hydrogen bomb, one of their fi rst big
steps toward nuclear power.
It spiked again in 2013 when North Korea threatened
nuclear action against America, and began trending
again with the launch of their rocket.
Many Americans consider the country inept.
After the Sony hacks, Americans realized North Korea
poses a legitimate threat and is not the technologically
challenged country we thought them to be.
Now they’ve found a way to put an item into orbit.
They have been amassing a large military and an improving weapons cache.
North Korea is a very legitimate threat. They shouldn’t
be blatantly carpet bombed like some politicians might
suggest, but they should be spoken to and understood
with open dialog.
If they continue to advance towards aggression, if
there is even a one percent chance they are our enemies,
it should be taken as absolute certainty.
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North Korea
should not be
taken lightly
BY Kato Guzman
Multimedia editor
“If we believe there is even a one percent chance that
he is our enemy, we have to take it as an absolute certainty and we have to destroy him.”
Batman may have been talking about Superman in the
latest trailer for “Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice,”
but it applies to Kim Jong-un just as well when it comes
to the safety of the world in light of recent military
upgrades in North Korea.
The notoriously anti-America, North Korea,
launched a satellite into orbit last week according to
government officials.
Shortly after the conclusion of Super Bowl
50, the satellite passed over Levi’s Stadium.
Th is could have been a coincidence, but
it is suspicious and scary that something
launched by an enemy state was in range
of one of the biggest annual events of
American culture.
The space race is over, but many speculate
this rocket launch was North Korea’s excuse
for practicing it’s new rocket propulsion technologies
which could be used to launch a nuclear warhead.
South Korea, the United States and China came out
against this launch and are calling for action to be
taken against North Korea.
South Korea ended one of the few Korean partnerships at the jointly run Kaesong Industrial Zone.
North Korea responded by evicting all South Koreans from that project and called its move to suspend
activities an act of war.
North Korean leader Kim, has been at the losing side
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SF Giants fans fill AT&T Park for FanFest
By Ryan Vermont
Staff writer
Fans of all ages swarmed AT&T Park on
Feb. 13 for the 23rd annual San Francisco
Giants Fanfest, presented by KNBR.
The Giants faithful had the unusual opportunity to roam the ballpark freely for
hours and the chance to meet their idols.
The most popular aspect of the event was
the on-field access. Fans had the chance to
step on the same grass, touch the same dirt
and sit in the same dugouts that their heroes
do throughout the season.
“Besides the other times here, I’ve never
been on a professional baseball field so to
actually be on the field where the professionals play is a pretty neat experience,” said
San Jose native Clay Sandell.
Spread along the field also were several different photo and autograph stations along
with some games and information booths.
A Q&A stage was also another favored
part of the event. Along with questions from
multiple different KNBR hosts throughout
the event, a microphone was passed around
so that fans had the chance to ask questions
of their own.
As expected, many of the questions
pertained to baseball but some however
were more casual such as an inquiry on what
players had been up to during the offseason.
“All I know is the orange and black travel
pretty well,” said Javier Lopez, pitcher for
the Giants when asked about the support
the team gets on the road.

Among other members of the team, Lopez
and outfielder Hunter Pence spent time answering the questions asked of them.
Throughout the stadium there were a
number of different exhibits and booths.
Some were vastly popular, with lines that
wrapped in circles while others had others
with no line at all. The lines were somewhat
of an indicator about which booths had the
fan favorite players and coaches.
Sandell said he was able to get a some autographs from members of the team, but
with the lines as long as they were, it was
hard to do everything he wanted to based
on the length of the event.
From past experience, he knew to decide
early on which booths to make a priority
and stay put in that line.
Another FanFest attendee, Jay Michael
who recently moved to San Francisco
shared how enthusiastic he was to be at
AT&T Park for the first time.
“I can tell the Giants have had an impact
on so many people and so I can’t wait to go
to some games,” Michael said.
The entire event was a success and with
FanFest coming to a close, the regular season is one step closer.
Follow Ryan on Twitter
@Your_Pal_Ryan
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San Francisco Giants pitcher Sergio Romo and other members of the Giants
coaching staﬀ answer questions from fans at FanFest on Saturday afternoon.

SJSU baseball opens
season versus alumni
By Rebecca Pirayou
Staff writer
The San Jose State baseball team took on
their Spartan predecessors in the annual
alumni game last Saturday, ending in a tie.
The game took place at Blethen Field
and featured over 20 former Spartan
baseball players.
The stands were mostly fi lled with friends
and family of alumni where “old guys rule”
was heard often.
Some alumni fell, some hit the ball out
of the park, and others managed to hit
them into the stands. Altogether, this was
a friendly game between rivals.
“It was a great experience,” said Myles Richard from the alumni team. “It was great playing baseball again, playing against these guys
and how they’re gonna do this year.”
Richard played with the majority of the
current team last season when he played for
SJSU, including junior catcher Joe Stefanki.
“It’s just fun to have the guys that have
played here come back and give a little
competition,” Stefanki said.
The current Spartan team had a rough
start and trailed by four runs until the
fourth inning when freshman Brendt Citta scored the first run after a double hit by
senior Ozzy Braff and a base hit by sophomore outfielder Corey Olivet.
The alumni game is an opportunity for
players to play in a less stressful setting before starting the regular season.
“It’s more relaxed because they’re alumni
and we know and I mean they’re not your
age so you kind of have them some leeway,
but we still come out here with a competitive edge to get ready for the season,” Stefanki said, who then laughed when asked
if they were going easy on the alumni team
during the first four innings.
While the players focused on having a
good time, coach Dave Nakama expected

a little more from the current Spartans.
He said that although they played well at
times, they still have work to do in order to
play a successful game.
Although the team did not play at the
regular season standard, there was still
much to be taken away from game.
“You want to win this game of course,
but that’s not the main emphasis,” coach
Nakama said. “The main emphasis for
our kids is to relate to the alumni and
make connections.”
Former Spartans and current MLB players Blake McFarland and Kevin Frandsen
played in the alumni game, turning it into
a learning experience for current players.
“They go about playing the game the
right way,” Coach Nakama said. “The way
we want our guys to play so that’s an important deal for our guys.”
When asked what he hopes for the graduating seniors, coach Nakama said he wishes them success.
“I want them to go out on a good note
and feel like they put their stamp on this
program,” coach Nakama said.
The game is something athletes look forward to, even after they have graduated as
it is something that keeps them connected
to SJSU. As long as he lives in the area,
Richard promises to always come back for
the annual game.
“I’ll be back,” Stefanki said. “The first
year I’m out I’ll be back here.”
The team will open the season at home at
Municipal Stadium on Feb. 19 against UC
Irvine.
Follow Rebecca on Twitter
@chubecca17

